Ripples through Time

The Albrecht family journey
from Germany,-to Russia
and then Canada

By Debbie Pietrzykowski ~ August 8, 2015 ~ Norka Reunion, Edmonton, AB
This is the story of my Albrecht family as they moved around the world in search of a place to
live, prosper, and raise their families. With hopes and dreams for the future, they left intolerable

I|V|ng condltlons In thelr war- ravaged German Iands for the promise of a better life in Russia.
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Here I s where my fam

Martin Albrecht, my 5x greatgrandfather, left Pferdsbach, Germany and
answered the call of Catherine the Great inviting foreigners to come and
settle colonies along the Volga River.
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The ol dest Al brecht ancest or -graddiather KMastin Alldecht. ble whabora in w a -
1748 in the little village of Pferdsbach, Germany. The english translation of Pferdsbach is horse creek.
Pferdsbach was located just northeast of Frankfurt, near present day Budingen.



The last building to stand iRPferdsbachHistory shows that in the mid
1800s one of our Al brecht ancestors w.
doubt more research needs to be done on this interesting fact.

Photo courtesy Wikipedia.com
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Photo courtesy Sven Teschke

The only remnant of Pfrerdsbach is a memorial stone dedicated to the people who once lived there. The closest villages today are
Wolfe and Dudenrod . Martin decided at the young age of 18 to leave the bleak wartime conditions in Pferdsbach in search of a
better life. He, along with many others, left the German lands in the 1760s during the exodus to Russia, although other Albrechts
did remain in the village. Martin left from the port of Libeck in Germany and arrived in Orienbaum, Russia (near St. Petersburg) on
August 10, 1766 aboard the Russian Pink "Vologda" (pink is a type of ship) skippered by Lieutenant Sergey Bartenyev . After
processing and travel, he finally arrived in Norka on August 15, 1767 (just over 1 year!!). Somewhere along the way he married
Anna Margaretha Ulrich as she was included on the documents. After all, it was more than a year! Her family was also traveling on
the same ship. It must have been a very exciting time for this young man and-his new wife.



Life on the Russian Steppes
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Dreams of owning their own land and living in a prosperous community had encouraged them as they made the long, arduous
journey to their new home in the Russian Empire. However, their hopes were dashed upon arrival at what was-to be their new
settlement, when they learned that, contrary to what had been promised, very little had been prepared for their arrival. The area
was mainly tall grass, shrubs, and scattered areas of deciduous trees. To their surprise, they saw indications that people had
previously occupied the area.
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Farm life was vastly different for the German settlers in Norka than today, not only in the
amount of labour required to work the fields, but also in the layout of the farmland and villages.
They lived in the village of Norka, but the land they farmed was outside of the village i much
of it so far outside that it was a dayo6és ¢tr a
some of the farmers would have to load their wagons with seed, feed for the oxen or horses,
and food for themselves and then travel to their fields. They would leave on Monday morning
for the fields, work all week, then return home on Saturday night in time for church on Sunday

morning.
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Photo courtesy Janie & Hart Postlewaite

Being devoutly religious people, the
next priority in each colony after food
and shelter was to construct a church.
The church was usually built at the
centre of each village and was the
largest and most elaborate building in
the colony. This is the Reformed
church in Norka where my great
grandfather Conrad was confirmed in
1888 by Rev. Staerkel. He also
married his wife Elisabeth Derr in
1895 in this church. At the time of
their marriage Elisabeth was a
Weaver and Conrad a farmer.
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Later, as many of those promises were
rescinded and living conditions in Russia
became unbearable, their descendants, like
their forefathers, made the difficult decision to
start anew. This time their journey took them
across the Atlantic Ocean to another foreign,
sight-unseen land that beckoned them, avowing
a prosperous life T Canada. This journey proved
to be far more promising; however, even in this
vast, fertile land of the free, they continued to
endure many hardships as they courageously
cultivated this new land and their new lives.

In the late 1890s, likely after much prayer and
contemplation, Conrad and Elisabeth decided to
emigrate from Russia to Canada in search of a
better life. Prior to leaving Norka, familes sold
their farms and any possessions they were
unable to take with them. They received Holy
Communion and a solemn farewell services
was held.

This is a poster that was distributed to attract
foreigners to come to Canada. The Dominion
Lands Act was an 1872 Canadian law that
aimed to encourage the settlement of the
Canadian Prairies, and to help prevent the area
being claimed by the United States. In order to
settle the area, Canada invited mass emigration
by European and American pioneers, as well as
settlers from eastern Canada. It offered
ownership of 160 acres of land free (except for
a small registration fee) to any man over 18 or
any woman heading a household. They did not
need to be British subjects, but had to live on
the plot and improve it.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Prairies
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Before leaving Russia the Reformed church in Norka provided Conrad and
Elisabeth with this parish certificate to present to their new church. It shows their
names, dates of birth, confirmations, marriage, and date. of their last communion.



Conrad & Elizabeth Albrecht came to Canada from Norka,
Russia in 1900. They would have had to travel across Europe
by train, then by boat to Canada, and then again by train to
Strathcona, Alberta. They brought 2 children with them.
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Conrad Albrecht travelled with his wife Elizabeth and there two young children, Henry and Katie

and his mother Christina. Conradodés father pa:

know t hat Conrad had 2 sisters but | Om unsur
to stav behind.

¢



Al so on the boat was Conradds Uncl e Ph
Halifax at Pier 2 after what would have been a very long and difficult voyage.

The two families then boarded the train to begin the long journey across Canada

to the Northwest Territories (known as present day Alberta which was

recognized as a province in 1905.) Once arriving at Strathcona county they

were met by Mr. Spady who took them to the Stony Plain area by horse and

wagon. At that time this area was occupied by the Stony Indians who inhabited

the area and all the land west of Edmonton and was unofficially referred to as

the Stony Plains.

The roads were merely trails carved out by the Stony Indians and extreme

difficulty was experienced crossing the swamp at Winterburn. The r ai | w
reached that area until 1911, which was about 40 km or 25 miles from

Strathcona.



Emma Margaret
Albrecht

19086 - 1982
b: 03 Jun 1906 in Stony Plain,
Alberta, Canada

Konrad Albrecht

Johannes Albrecht

George Albrecht

Johannes Albrecht

Johann Martin Albrecht

—1811 - 1851
b: 1811

1835 - 1896
[Tb: 04 Jul 1835 in Norka, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

—1873-1931
b: 09 Apr 1873 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

Anna Elizabeth Derr

Christine Marie Blim

Elisabeth Giebelhaus

1788 - 1822
b: 1788 in Norka, Saratov,
Russia

Unknown

1744 51816
b. 1744 in Pferdsbach, Germany
Anna Margaretha Ulrich

-1834

Johannes Giebelhaus

L1811 -
b: 1811 in Norka, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

Johann Georg Bliim

1779 - 1855
b: 13 Jan 1779

Katharina Elisabeth
Weitzel

Johann Jakob
Giebelhaus

Katharina Schleicher

1776 - 1858
b: 03 Aug 1776

Johannes Blim

Nicolaus Bliim

—1791 - 1842
b: 27 Feb 1791 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

1834 - 1906
—b: 06 Oct 1834 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

Johannes Derr

Christina Bartel

1745 - 1822

b: 1745 in Hutten (part of
Schluchtern, Hanau, Hesse,
Germany)

Anna Maria Repp

Repp

1751 -

b: 1751 in Isenburg, Darmstadt,

Hesse, Germany

Johannes Bartel

Margaretha

Johannes Bartel

L1794 - 1861
b: 30 Jul 1794 in Norka, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

Johannes Derr

1761 - 1834
b:  Abt. 1761 in Budingen,
Isenberg, Hesse, Germany

Christina Zieg

Magdalena

{
{
{
{

1768 -
b:  Abt. 1768 in Messer, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

Johann Martin Derr

Georg Fredrich Derr

1809 - 1866
b: 11 Jun 1809 in Norka,

1841 - 1889
[b: 08 Dec 1841 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

L1876 - 1941
b: 25 Aug 1876 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

Anna Catharina Zielke
(Zilch)

Balzer, Saratov, Russia

Margaretha Mueller

1782 - 1833
b: 1782 in Norka, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

Johannes Mueller

Margaretha Piewir

1814 - 1882
b: 22 Feb 1814 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

1842 -
b: 13 Apr 1842 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia

1790 - 1847
b: 1790 in Norka, Balzer,
Saratov, Russia

Catharina Schleuning

1788 - 1866
b: 17 Sep 1788 in Norka,
Balzer, Saratov, Russia




The previous slide shows the pedigree chart for my grandmother Emma
Albrecht who was born in Stony Plain, Alberta, just a few miles West of
Edmonton on the farm. As you can see there are many family names that will
be familiar to all of you and who knows, we may even be distant cousins. T

his area was also known as the Glory Hills (by the European settlers) and was
largely populated by German-Russians. Other family names that arrived from
Russia are Webber, Feuerstein, Giebelhous, Schwindt, Jost, and Miller.
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30 109 Albrecht Philip M Head M Nov 22 1850 50 o
k]| 109 Albrecht Elizabeth F Wife M Jul 15 1862 38 o
1 109 Albrecht Henry M Son S Mar 12 1688 13 o
33 109 Albrecht Philip M Son S Jun 9 1889 11 o
34 109 Albrecht Adam M Son S Jun 9 1900 1 o
35 109 Albrecht Elizabeth F Daughter S Jun 9 1900 1 o
36 109 Albrecht Christina F Grandmother w QOct 6 1834 76 o
@ 37 109 Albrecht Konrad M Nephew M Apr 9 1873 27 o
18 109 Albrecht Elizabeth F Nephf"" g M Aug 25 1876 24 o
wife
39 109 Albrecht Kathrine F Daughter s Oct 30 1890 10 o
10 109 Albrecht George M Son s Sep 12 1896 4 o

The 1901 census shows that Conrad and Elizabeth were living in the province of the

Northwest Territories and the town of Spruce Grove with his Uncle Philip and his

family. At that time Conrad was 27 and Elisabeth 24. They show Kathrine being born

in 1890, this is a transcription error and should actually be 1899.




Conrad and EIlisab
home was a former chicken

coop, possibly located four kms
east of Stony Plain. | can imagine
that this tiny house would be
qguite crowed and
comfortable with a family of 5.

One of the stories passed on to

me stated that when it rained,
Christine, the newest baby, and
the young children would all

crawl under the kitchen table in

an attempt to stay dry, while
Elisabeth would put pots and

pails out to catch some of the

rain. Life must have been very
difficult for them at the time with
limited resources and several

Photo courtesy Wkipedia.com children. During the day

: : _ , : Elisabeth went to work for people
Elisabeth also worked on the farm helping with planting, threshing, around the neighbourhood. One

stoking, and cl eani ng t foeaybvng n . 'm%%F?eHcﬁ-?peakiﬁb?a&y,s& h e
was what imparted the lasting values of thrift, piety, determination, there was the ever-present

and hard work upon them 1 values they in turned passed on down to language barrier among groups
their children. With the arrival of two more children, John and of new immigrants. While

Elizabeth, it became more apparent that the family needed their own Elisabeth worked to earn-extra

land and a bigger house. The family moved just north of Stony Plain money, Christine looked after the
and built a soddy, a simply house with wood walls and a sod roof. growing family.

Soon a log house was built to replace the soddy.

andasodroof,similar to theonepicturedabove



To 'make room for the ever-
expanding family, in 1916, a
large, wood framed, two-storey
house was built to replace the log
house the family lived in. The
new house had a large kitchen, a
parlour, and two bedrooms on the
main floor. The parents slept in
one bedroom and the other was
called the cold room and was
used for storage. There was a
closed-in porch which housed the
washstand, cream separator,
firewood, pickle barrel, sauerkraut
crock, and other frequently used
items. Four bedrooms were on
the second floor, and there was a
veranda on the front of the house.
Amenities we take for granted
arrived very slowly over the next
few decades. Member-owned
telephone lines served a few
people in the 192«
until the 1940s and 50s that the
service was more widespread. It
cost $150 in the 1930s to have a

o— o y : » power pole with electrical service
m R D ool s SRS D . installed in a farmyard, a luxury
many could not afford during the
depression years. The Albrecht
They purchased a farm that was located (i v meiaed m 1058,
but natwural gas di

on the 5™ Meridian north of Stony Plain.  areauniissmes

*




In the same year, a large barn was also built. The bill for the new house and
barn was just over $800.00. It looks to me in this picture that several additions
have been added to the house and barn.
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A Patchwork of Hard Work and Sorrow, then Prosperity

The 1906 Census shows Conrad and Elisabeth along with their six children Henry, John, Katie, Elisabeth,
Christina and Emma living just north of Stony. It also shows them having 7 milk cows, 18 other horned or meat
cows and 13 pigs. Life on the prairies was filled with challenges and sorrow. One of these times was when
Conrad purchased of a team of horses. The horses eventually died of swamp fever before they were paid for.
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An 1906 tragedy hit the family
when Conradds mother
passed away on Feb. 6, 1906 at

the age of 71. One can only

imagine how much Elisabeth must

have missed her and all the

assistance that she gave with the

children. Only four months later, my
grandmother Emma was born. The

family continued to grow and two

years later another son was born,

his name was Conrad.



" Hearts Knit Together in Prayer & the Albrecht family on their way to church

In the late 1890s, the first German-Russians who had settled in the Glory Hills area
build a small log church in their community. It was of the Reformed faith.
The Albrecht family attended this church when they first arrived.



HopeReformedChurchstill standson the cornerofthe Fifth Meredian(Highway 779 andHighway 16.
Wewill bevisiting it tomorrow Photo by Debbie Pietrzykowski
The Hope Reformed Church was built in on land donated by Adam Giebelhaus and also has a cemetery where many of the

Albrecht descendants are buried. As a little girl | came to this little church in the country for many a funeral. At one time it had
beautiful rows of Spruce trees circling the church that my Great-Grandmother Elisabeth helped plant:



In 1909, more sadness fell upon the family with the death of two of the children.
Conrad along with that of one of his older sisters Christine both died of the black
measles, also known as rubella. How sad this must have been for Conrad and
Elisabeth to lose 2 of their young children so close together. There was no money
for headstones so the names were etched in a slab on cement.



Glory Hills Baptist Church
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In 1907 Rev. Edward Wolfe, a Baptist minister, who preached at the Hope Reformed Church in earlier years, had decided to start a
Baptist congregation after a rift developed over the sacrament of baptism. Services where held in homes and the schoolhouse until-a
Baptist church was built. Many members of the congregation of Hope Reformed Church, including Conrad and Elisabeth, left to join
the Baptist Church. The church was later moved to land donated by the Jespersen family and in 1911 a larger church called Glory
Hills Baptist Church was built. A cemetery was also located there which is where Conrad and Elisabeth along with many of their
children have been laid to rest.In the summer the family went to church by horse and wagon and in the winter by horse and sleigh
with children covered in blankets. When they got to church one Sunday, Conrad was talking with some friends while Elisabeth
helped the children out of the sleigh. They thought they had forgotten a child at home until they found him snuggled under the
blankets on the floor of the sleigh. :

Photo by Emma Albrecht



Unkown,
Annie,
Reuben,
Henry,
Lawrence

Conrad & Rueben



The early year sé

Conrad and Elisabeth had a big family W|th 12 surviving chlldren 7 boys and 5 girls.
- That was a lot of mouths to feed and children to clothe.



ending. Adam & Emma

feeding the cows.

On the farm there was no electricity or indoor plumbing. Farming was hard work, with long days and little
money. Work and play revolved around the seasons. Every member of the family had chores -- milking
cows, harnessing horses, gathering eggs, cleaning the outhouse, washing clothes, and more.



Accident to Mr. Freitag.
On Thursday last, while Mr
Carl Freitag, a. Glory Hills
farmer, was dnvmg with his
L —- team of frisky poniesto Stony
0 » town, he stopped the team.
n' Thl’ﬂlllng &mn near the Bauer farm to fix a
All admit that this is the ‘a‘f‘l’l{‘f" buckle on a bridle.
3 ; ile engaged at this, some-
longest threshing sewson ever thing  frightened thej ponies,
experium-mi in 1 hﬂ:‘-ft! .I.m s, and they bolted. He was pushn-
X L : ] ed down, and the vehicle
On Thursday lust Me Conead passcd over -him, knocking
Alhrecht hal deliverad -on his him nnconscions He was dis-
. covered by Mpr Bauner and
|1]ﬂ.ﬂﬁ i NeW  Separalor and a taken to the latter’'s reésidence
0-18 U : t- | ; ; Corl’s lefe foot was badly
10~ Alde Lleeior, vl chm- brmsed, and his body cov-
i ; .1_ & eired with scratches and bru-
meunced work on  Lis Whﬂﬂ* ises,: After recovering con-
w TRl 3 : sciousness, and when he was
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According to the newspaper clipping on the left it looks like 1923 was a good year for crops. It tells about
Conrad receiving a new separator and 10-18 Case tractor and then commencing work on his wheat stacks.
The clipping on the right tells about Carl Freitag and an accident he had with his ponies. Carl is the husband
to Katie. These . clippings are from Peel 6s Prair:.

The clippings really give us a good sense of what life was like in the early days.
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DR. R. M. OATWAY
PHYSIOIAN axp SURGRON.
Rasidence and Office, opp G T. P
tation. Phone 11

DR R. A. WALTON,
%

Zilliox & Kast,

BringYour Hogs
Meredith Bros.,

EVERY DAY IN THB
WEEK.
PHONE FIVE-ONE,

STOP AT
SpruceGrove Hotel
Good Rooms, Good Meals,
Fully Licensed
JOE D. MILLER, Manager

FARMERS’
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SEE ME FOR ‘
INSURANCE !|
Life, Fire, Hail, Automobile. |
R. B. BROOKS, Stong Plain. |

Fischer Restaurant,
Opposite Royal Hotel,
ALL WHITE HELY. |
: i AT REA ‘
SOFT l)‘[(l\'l\'.\. :
Albert Fischer, Prop. |
LOUIE FUHR,|
AGENT FOR
John Deere |
Farm Implements. |
Drills Discs

Plows Harrows
Binders Engines ‘
Wagons Mowers |

LOST- Two year-old Sorel Mare, white
strip down face, 2 white hind legs half-
way up to hock to brand. Reward on
return to C. Albrecht, Stony Plain.

Here is an ad placed in the
Stony Plain Sun on July 2,
1925. It must have been

guite a challenge to ensure

all of the fencing was kept

in good shape to protect
livestock and prevent them
from o6expl orin
areas. The grass just might
have been greener on the
other side. We
if the horse was ever found
and the reward paid out.
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The children usually walked to school, rain or shine, and spent summers helping in the fields.
Farm families looked forward to the fun of school programs, trips to town, church gatherings,

and other social events. This photo is taken at the Glory Hills School when my Grandma is
about 10 years ol d. | 6m guessing the picture



It was said by one local resident that
Elizabeth wasone of the hardest
working women in theommunitg and

we have the pictures to prove it.

Although the family did not have a lot of money or material possessions, they also never
went hungry. Elisabeth was known for her generous hospitality and plentiful meals,
including her homemade noodles and pies. | have carried on the tradition of making

homemade noodles and my family looks forward to them on special holidays. They are
enjoyed with turkey and all the fixings.



The Palmer triplets from
Portland

Back: Aunt Emma Derr (from Portland),
Sara, Emma, Annie, Reuben, Front: Clarence,
Lizzy, Adam pulling wagon

The Albrecht home was always open to friends and family with Elisabeth frequently and

cheerfully setting extra places at the dinne
brothers and sisters and their families visited from Portland, Oregon. At other times, the family
would give shelter to wanderers looking for a place to spend the night.
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With help from neighbors, farm ‘\ \ :‘*
families brought in the harvest, A }

battled fires, coped with accidents
and illness, and weathered natural
disasters such as snowstorms, hail
and drought.

Reuben, Adam, Conrad, Mark Hansen



Harvest Time on the Farm

Fall was a time of harvest and preparation for the cold winter months. Families picked and stored apples and
potatoes and canned other garden vegetables for winter meals. Crabapples canned in syrup and seasoned

with cloves is a fond memory from my childhood. In late fall, farmers repaired barns, hog houses, and chicken
houses, patching holes and cracks to keep out the winter weather. Farmers usually butchered a hog or cow in
November to provide meat for the family through th

spring.



